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 1. How do you define the meaning of jealous? 

The Hebrew words for jealous is qana, qanna, qina. But jealous is derived from Greek word 
zelos, zeloo, zelotes. Besides of having the meaning of jealous but also means zealous. Jealous 
is a fervent desire to have things *transpire as one desires.  

 2. Is jealous good or bad in Biblical context? Explain your answer. Give examples. 

In biblical context, there is a good side for jealous in 1 Kings 19:10 1. Man can have a fervent 

desire that things should transpire as God desires. 

I Kings 19:10 - "I have been zealous for the Lord" 

Jn. 2:17 - "Zeal for Thy house will consume Me" 

II Cor. 11:2 - "I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy" 

 

Another side of jealous is where man can have a fervent desire that things should transpire 

as he ignorantly or selfishly desires. 

a. Jealousy is linked with 

(1) selfish ambition (Jas 3:14,16) 

(2) strife, conflict (Rom. 13:13; I Cor. 3:3; 13:4; II Cor. 12:20; 13:4; Jas 3:14,16) 

(3) deeds of the flesh (Gal. 5:20) 

(4) anger, wrath, rage (Prov. 6:34; 27:4) 

b. Jealousy is a dissatisfaction and unacceptance of God's providential arrangement of one's 

life. 

c. Jealousy exhibits diabolic character (James 3:15) 

d. Jealousy is destructive (Job 5:2; Prov. 6:34; 27:4) 

e. Jealousy is often based on an inadequate sense of identity (I Cor. 15:10), and fuels  

    depression 

f. Biblical examples of selfish jealousy 

(1) brothers of Joseph (Gen. 37:11,19; Acts 7:9) 

(2) Korah (Ps. 106:16,18; Numb. 16:3) 

(3) Jewish leaders (Acts 5:17; 17:5) 

(4) Zealots (Lk. 6:15; Acts 1:13) 

IV. Examples of selfish jealousy 

A. jealous of another's possessions, wealth, assets - (greed, coveting) 

B. jealous of another's position, placement, job, advancement 

C. jealous of another's authority, power, leadership 

D. jealous of another's recognition, praise, prestige 

E. jealous of another's abilities, talents, skills 

F. jealous of another's accomplishments, achievements, success 

G. jealous of another's intelligence, logic, knowledge 

H. jealous of another's personality, social standing 

I. jealous of another's relationships, communication, intimacy, marriage 

J. jealous of another's loyalties, devotion, attachments 

K. jealous of another's age, youth, maturity, experience 

L. jealous of another's looks, appearance, beauty, health 

M. jealous of another's clothes, style, sophistication 

N. jealous of another's opportunities, privileges, advantages, good fortune 

V. The character of God in reference to zealousy or jealousy 

A. In our zeal we must recognize 

1. the character of God and His intents 

a. zeal according to knowledge (Rom. 10:2; Gal. 1:14;Phil. 3:6) 
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b. godly jealousy – (II Cor. 11:2) 

2. that only God's grace can bring about what He desires. 

B. In place of selfish jealousy we must allow the character of God to be expressed in 

1. Faith - our receptivity of His active expression of His character 

2. Thanksgiving, gratitude - recognizing the "good grace" of God in His providential  

    arrangement of our life 

3. Contentment, satisfaction, acceptance, appreciation (Phil. 4:11) 

4. Love - "seeks highest good of other, without thinking what I get out of it" (I Cor.  

   13:4 "love is not jealous") 

5. Perseverance - "abide under" even unfairness, inequity 

6. Joy, peace, patience 

3. Do you think that God can be jealous? Explain. How about Lord Jesus? 

Yes, God can be jealous and even Jesus. It can be found in Psalm 4:2; Isaiah 42:8,12; 43:7; 

Ezekiel 39:25 

1. God has a fervent desire that things should transpire as He desires, which is always in 

accord with His character. (Exod 20:5; Deut 4:24; 5:9; 6:15; Josh 24:19) 

2. God is zealous/jealous that His people should not sin. (Deut. 29:20; 32:16,21; Ps. 78:58;  

    79:5; Ezek. 16:38; I Cor. 10:22) 

3. God is zealous/jealous that His people should live in accord with His character. (Ezek.  

    39:25; Zech 8:2) 

Ezekiel 39:25 “Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Now will I bring again the captivity of 

Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole house of Israel, and will be jealous for My holy name” 

Nahum 1:2 “God is jealous, and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; 

the LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies.”  

Psalm 4:2 ”O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame? How long will ye love 

vanity, and seek after leasing?” 

Isaiah 42:8 ”I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither 

my praise to graven images.”  

4. To whom is He jealous? 

He is jealous to us.  

 5. What is He jealous about? 

He is jealous of mankind’s relationship with Him.  

6. Does the Lord have the right to be jealous? Why? 

The Lord have the right to get jealous. This is because God is the Creator of all things 

(Genesis 1-3) who created the heaven and the earth. The below references are what the Lord 

declares as written in the Scripture. 

� Isaiah 42:8 

I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my 

praise to graven images. 

Isaiah 42:7-9 (in Context) Isaiah 42 (Whole Chapter)  

� Isaiah 42:12 “Let them give glory unto the LORD, and declare his praise in the islands.” 
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� Isaiah 43:7 “Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my 

glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.”  

� John 1:1-5 "In the beginning the Word already existed. He was with God, and he was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. He created everything there is. Nothing exists 

that he didn't make. Life itself was in him, and this life gives light to everyone. The light 

shines through the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it." 

7. What do we do that can provoke the Lord to anger? 

When our heart turn away from Him and did what is not pleasing at His sight.  

 

Jer 2:13 “For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken Me the fountain of 

living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.” 

Deuteronomy 32:16 “They provoked Him to jealousy with strange gods, with abominations 

provoked they him to anger.”  

8. How should we response to this part of the Old Testament Scripture? 

Make our heart right towards Him and walk in His ways and precepts.  

Psa 119:4 "Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently." 

Psa 119:45 "And I will walk at liberty: for I seek thy precepts.” 

Psa 119:173 "Let thine hand help me; for I have chosen thy precepts." 

1 Thessalonians 4:1 “Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the 

Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye 

would abound more and more.”  

9. Is it still applicable in the New Testament? Explain. 

Yes, it is still applicable. As it can be found in the letter that the Apostle Paul wrote to the 

churches in Corinth, I Cor 10:22 “do we provoke the Lord to jealousy?” 

10. Isn’t it contrary to other parts of the Scripture that says “you were a gracious and 

compassionate God, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love” (Jonah 4:2)? 

Yes, it is contrary as compared to Exod 20:5a; 34:14; Deut 4:24; 5:9; 6:15; Josh 24:19; 32:16; 

Ezek. 8:3; 36:6; 39:25; Nah 1:2  

11. How does the above contradiction related to the other mentioned parts of the Scripture 

where God says “for I the LORD thy God AM a jealous God” (Exodus 20:5a)? 

It is related in a way that there is positive side and a negative side in a person. Between 

boyfriend and girlfriend, it’s normal for the boyfriend to get jealous if see the girlfriend with 

another guy. It shows that he loves her. Likewise, it is the same concept with our relationship 

with the Lord as it is depicted in the book of Hosea. Besides of knowing Lord is angered by 

our stubbornness, He did mention His heart. It is as follows where Israel sinned against Him 

and He sent His prophets to His people, Israel: 

Deut 5:29 “O that there were such an heart in them, that they would fear Me, and keep all 

My commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their children for ever!” 

Jer 15:6 “Thou hast forsaken Me, saith the LORD, thou art gone backward: therefore will I 

stretch out My hand against thee, and destroy thee; I Am weary with repenting.” 
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2Ch 25:15 “Wherefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against Amaziah, and he sent 

unto Him a prophet, which said unto Him, Why hast thou sought after the gods of the people, 

which could not deliver their own people out of thine hand?” 

Isa 9:12 “The Syrians before, and the Philistines behind; and they shall devour Israel with 

open mouth. For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still.” 

Isa 9:17 “Therefore the Lord shall have no joy in their young men, neither shall have mercy 

on their fatherless and widows: for every one is an hypocrite and an evildoer, and every mouth 

speaketh folly. For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out 

still.” 

Isa 9:21 “Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Manasseh: and they together shall be against 

Judah. For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still.” 

Isa 10:4 “Without Me they shall bow down under the prisoners, and they shall fall under the 

slain. For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still.” 

12. What are we supposed to do to show our love to the Lord our Saviour? 

Be careful to obey all the commands I give you; show love to the LORD your God by walking in 

his ways and clinging to him. (Deuteronomy 11:22) 

You can find many other Scriptures regarding this for example: Exodus and Deuteronomy, 

which contain the commandments of God; and others in the book of Psalms and Proverbs. One 

of them is in Psalm 119:15-16 “I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy 

ways. I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.” Some of the Scripture 

references is as follows:- 

Deuteronomy 28:47 “… serve … the LORD your God with joy and enthusiasm for the abundant 

benefits you have received”  

Luke 6:36 “You must be compassionate, just as your Father is compassionate.“  

Ephesians 5:1-14 "Follow God's example in everything you do, because you are his dear 

children. Live a life filled with love for others, following the example of Christ, who loved you 

and gave himself as a sacrifice to take away your sins. And God was pleased, because that 

sacrifice was like sweet perfume to him. Let there be no sexual immorality, impurity, or greed 

among you. Such sins have no place among God's people. Obscene stories, foolish talk, and 

coarse jokes--these are not for you. Instead, let there be thankfulness to God. You can be 

sure that no immoral, impure, or greedy person will inherit the Kingdom of Christ and of God. 

For a greedy person is really an idolater who worships the things of this world. Don't be 

fooled by those who try to excuse these sins, for the terrible anger of God comes upon all 

those who disobey him. Don't participate in the things these people do. For though your 

hearts were once full of darkness, now you are full of light from the Lord, and your behavior 

should show it! For this light within you produces only what is good and right and true. Try to 

find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the worthless deeds of evil and darkness; 

instead, rebuke and expose them. It is shameful even to talk about the things that ungodly 

people do in secret. But when the light shines on them, it becomes clear how evil these things 

are. And where your light shines, it will expose their evil deeds. This is why it is said, 'Awake, 

O sleeper, rise up from the dead, and Christ will give you light.'  

James 1:21 "So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the message 

God has planted in your hearts, for it is strong enough to save your souls." 

13. Does God’s jealousy is important in our walk with the Lord? 

God’s jealousy is important in our walk with the Lord. It is to remind us that God can be 

jealous for His relationship with us and not just mankind can be jealous. Isn’t it logical for 
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either the husband or the wife will get jealous to see their spouse dated with another woman 

or man? Because they want their spouse to be devoted to them wholeheartedly. But if we 

insist to do it our way, the Lord will not force us to do it, but we will know it that we drift 

apart from our relationship with Him and give the devil a chance to destroy us (John 10:10 

“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy”). We do it His ways in 

order to be devoted to Him, trust Him and to know that His ways and thoughts are higher 

than our ways and thoughts because He can see further than us (Isaiah 55:9). Besides of 

following His ways to please, it will do us good, instead of harm in the long term.  

14. What is your conclusion towards God’s jealousy? 

In conclusion, God’s jealousy is good towards us in the long term to know His heart and for our 

own good though it may seem pleasant at first impression. As there is a saying of “First 

impression can be wrong” and “Time will tell the person’s character”. God is a jealous God but in 

a positive way. 

 

 

 

 

* transpire: become obvious, come to light, be revealed, occur, come to pass* transpire: become obvious, come to light, be revealed, occur, come to pass* transpire: become obvious, come to light, be revealed, occur, come to pass* transpire: become obvious, come to light, be revealed, occur, come to pass    
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